
Dear PTS Members, 

 

Welcome back! This year, we are excited to celebrate our 20th anniversary with you, our wonderful 

members who have continued to support us throughout the past few years. We are grateful for 

such large turnouts at all our past events and we are proud to have the opportunity to share our 

Taiwanese culture with so many people. Look forward to an awesome Spring 2010 semester with 

more events and more opportunities for you to get involved in PTS! 

 

Before we begin our new semester, let us reflect on what we have accomplished thus far. We have 

achieved our primary goal of strengthening our community of members interested in Taiwanese 

affairs and expanding our network in Pennõs Asian Pacific American community and beyond. In 

fact, our membership base has grown to over 110 students and we were awarded Outstanding 

Achievement for the 2nd year in a row by the Intercollegiate Taiwanese American Student Associa-

tion (ITASA). 

 

We are also very proud of our fundraising efforts for Typhoon Morakot relief. The disastrous effects 

of this typhoon, Taiwanõs deadliest in recorded history, include: 

ß The death of at least 614 people, 75 others missing 

ß $3.3 billion USD in damages  

ß ~2,000 homes destroyed and 136,000 more with sustained damage  

ß The mudslide burial of the town of Xiaolin with ~500 people dead or missing as a 

result 

 

Currently a $3 billion USD reconstruction plan is scheduled to take place over the next three years. 

We have worked hard this past semester with the North American Taiwanese Womenõs Associa-

tion (NATWA) to support their part in this rebuilding process. All proceeds from our efforts will be 

donated to NATWA and their rescue work in the most damaged parts of Taiwan. We are excited to 

announce that we have raised over $475 to date with the help of the Penn community and great 

members like you!  This upcoming semester, we look forward to raising more awareness and 

money to rebuild Taiwan. 

 

On top of all our spectacular events planned for this Spring semester, we invite you to join hun-

dreds of college students around the East Coast who are interested in Taiwanese affairs for a 

weekend of meeting new people, learning about the culture, and most importantly, having fun! 

ITASAõs East Coast Conference will be held from February 18-21 at M.I.T. Please visit our website 

(www.penntaiwanesesociety.org) for more information. 

 

Lastly, donõt forget to end the semester right by participating in or attending our always-amazing 

Cultural Show! More details about this yearõs cultural show can be found in this newsletter. Please 

join us, as PTS is quickly getting bigger and better! If you have any questions or would like to get 

more involved, do not hesitate to contact us personally at patliang@sas.upenn.edu and 

hsiehjf@sas.upenn.edu. Enjoy the semester and we look forward to seeing you around! 

 

Sincerely,  

  

Patric and Julie 

Co-Presidents 
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Bubble Tea Social 
 

9/25/09 @ Class of õ49, Houston Hall  

PTS began the semester with a fun-filled 

Bubble Tea Social. This event gave people 

a chance to learn about PTS and meet new 

friends while enjoying yummy Asian snacks 

and delicious bubble tea. The fantastic 

turnout made the long hours the PTS Board 

put in the night before for making bubble 

tea all worth it! 

Mid-Autumn Festival    

Dim Sum & Karaoke Trip 
 

10/3/09 @ Kingdom of Vegetarians and Rodeo 

PTS celebrated the Mid-Autumn Festival with 

friends and members over an all-you-can-eat dim 

sum dinner followed by karaoke at K-town. While 

vegetarian dim sum might have been new to some of 

us, belting out boy band songs seem to be familiar 

territory for many. Feeling stuffed, singing karaoke, 

and spending time with PTS, what a way to celebrate 

the middle of autumn! 

Formosa Betrayed 
 

10/10/09 @ International House 

PTS members attended a special screening 

of òFormosa Betrayedó for the Philly Asian 

Film Festival. Before the screening, we en-

joyed a fun mixer at Pattaya with Taiwanese 

student organizations from fellow east coast 

universities. òFormosa Betrayedó, inspired by 

true events, is about an FBI agent who went 

to Taiwan to investigate the death of a Tai-

wanese-American professor. 

Fal l  2009 Events Highl ights 

Yummy! 

PTS boys 

showing 

off their 

skills 

DIM SUM  

Students from Johns Hopkins at Pattaya 

Compiled By:  

       Joanne Wu 


